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Critical Analysis of the History and Future of Marriage in Canada
Marriage as an institution has changed over the past years as a result of changes in technology, beliefs, values and geography. Similarly, there are differences in marital attitudes not only in Canada but in different countries of the world (Mayer & Bourdais, 2019). Despite the changes in society, marriage remains to be the most important institution in Canada; the concept here is to understand whether the laws set to govern marriages and relationships are best met or not. Although there is an argument that religion should not take part in this debate, it is very clear that Christianity is the founder of legal marriage basis in Canada. For example, homosexuality is greatly condemned in the old testament, and polygamous was allowed, yet without a clear critical reason, the new testament emphasizes the monogamous and man-woman marriage (Pettinicchio, 2010).
The English Law of Marriage, which complies with the Christian basis, was in force until the 18th century where the scholar William Blackstone claimed that the common law gave the husband the moderate correction as regards his wife (Shanley, 2021). Procreating children was the central purpose of marriage; same-sex marriage interfered with the goal of marriage. The apparent ability to conceive would make some marriages be terminated due to the inability of other women to conceive. Judicial divorce was enacted after engaging the religious leaders as well as the political leaders. Women's rights to own properties were also put in place; women who got children out of wedlock were required to have a piece of testimonial evidence when seeking the support of such a child (Goldberg et al., 2017). In the twentieth century, there have been changes in families; marriage is no longer viewed as a husband-wife relationship but as spouses with equal rights and roles. Birth control measures have led to a decline in birth rates and an increase in premarital sex. Divorce was rare, but nowadays, spouses can terminate their relationship based on their rights and obligation not being met. A wife was the property of the husband, and there was no case of rape until the changes were established on conjugal rights.
The child got out of wedlock was to be adopted, unlike today where the virtue has been ignored, and the wife can deny her husband’s disappearance. Women can rear their children gotten out of wedlock and get support from their fathers, something uncommon in Canada. Today, opposite-sex relationships can be termed as marriages, and the partners have the right to own properties (Bala, 2005). Anal intercourse was a criminal offense between consenting adults. Homosexuals (gays and lesbians) started growing in Canada in urban areas due to politicians accepting the act in 1980 (Bala, 2005). The court and the judges came to an agreement that the purpose of marriage was procreation and care of children, which cannot be achieved by homosexuals. In 1970, the court began to agree that mothers can be awarded custody even after the separation of a lesbianism relationship. Care of children is becoming a normal context in Canada amongst same-sex couples whether the children are adopted, conceived by one partner through insemination, or maybe the child born by one partner before they entered the relationship.
Very few families are polygamous in Canada; it is believed that this behavior has got some harmful effects, and it is not accepted in Canada because it proscribes behaviors in the country (Goldberg et al., 2017). There is a force pushing the court to legalize polygamy in Canada, and because a small number of people are against it, the pressure will force the court to legalize this act. The best thing out of this is that there will be a cultural sense to anyone who doesn't want to be in such relationships. It is very hard to determine whether the couples are cohabiting or in a conjugal relationship, this doesn’t mean that conjugality is not an important or social concept. However, different states maintain varying regulations concerning marriage. For instance, Canada and the united states have differences in their family laws and view on same-sex relationships. The United States view narrowly on family matters (Smith et al., 2018). After a long debate on matters of families, Canada has finally permitted same-sex marriages to promote equality and fair treatment of gays and lesbians in society. Marriage plays a vital role in society and it will remain a fundamental institution in Canada given the benefits of marriage to adults and children.
Furthermore, the supreme court came to an agreement that failure to permit the long term same sex relationship partners the same way as opposite sex relationship couples is a discriminative act on the basis of sex-oriented laws. For same-sex relationships to be recognized the same way as the opposite sex relationships, a registered domestic partnership law was enacted, allowing unmarried conjugal partners, regardless of sex, to enjoy the rights and obligations of the married couples permitted in the law (Hertz & Doskow, 2016). Gays and lesbians started seeking their rights to marry, and the court had no option but to grant them their rights. While this recognition may dissuade the opposite-sex couple’s relationship, it is hard to conclude that this law will deter any heterosexual person from marrying or having children (Goldberg et al., 2017).
The constitutional challenge on polygamy in Canada has come up as a result of the belief that it is against the freedom of religion as it is in the section 2(a) of the charter. While some faiths like Islam permits this act of polygamy, there is no adherent to engage in this practice; countries like Tunisia and Turkey have banned this act on the basis that it treats women as inherently unequal to men (Chowdhury, 2020). Fundamentalist Mormons continue to practice this act despite the main church of the Mormons banning it, claiming that it is a religious practice. Societies that continue practicing this act tend to be rigid in social structure as compared to Canada since the practice is not deeply patriarchal. Because of the small number of Canadians against this practice, the court will go on and force society to accept this act. Since women and children who live in this relationships are vulnerable, criminal prosecution should only be applied to people who are forcing these women and children into the act (Kinnear, 2019).
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